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The Delta variant is currently the predominant

strain of the coronavirus in the United States,

and it has caused a rise in case and

hospitalization rates in New York State and

around the country. What we know so far:

The Delta variant is more contagious than

previous virus strains.

Unvaccinated people are at risk, including

children and young people.

Fully vaccinated people with Delta variant

breakthrough infections can still spread

the virus to others.

Vaccines continue to provide strong

protection against severe disease,

hospitalization, and death.

More information on the Delta variant:

cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/variants/delta-variant.html

The more New Yorkers are vaccinated, the

better our chances to stop the spread of

COVID-19. Do your part by getting vaccinated

today and telling everyone you know who is 12

and older to do the same.

COVID-19 vaccines are FREE regardless of

immigration status or insurance coverage.

COVID-19 updates

On July 27, 2021, the CDC updated its public

health recommendations given the new

evidence on the Delta variant.

Fully vaccinated people should wear a

mask in public indoor settings in areas of

substantial or high transmission.

Fully vaccinated people might choose to

wear a mask regardless of the level of

transmission, particularly if they or

someone in their household is

immunocompromised or at risk for severe

disease, or if someone in their household

is unvaccinated.

CDC recommends universal indoor

masking for all teachers, staff, students,

and visitors to schools, regardless of

vaccination status.

People should get tested if they have

symptoms of COVID-19 or were exposed

to someone with suspected or confirmed

COVID-19, regardless of their vaccination

status.

Starting August 16, 2021, only vaccinated

people will be allowed at various public indoor

activities in New York City. Learn more about

these new restrictions at

www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-

main.page.

Health
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All individuals age 12 and older who reside in

the U.S. are eligible to receive the COVID-19

vaccine.

Vaccines are widely available at pharmacies,

local health departments, clinics, Federally

Qualified Health Centers, and other locations

across New York State.

Visit Vaccines.gov or call 1-800-232-0233

(TTY 888-720-7489) to find appointments

near you.

Many local health departments are offering

walk-in vaccine clinics or at-home

vaccinations. Find contact information for

your local health department at

nysacho.org/directory.

COVID-19 vaccines 
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The New York Health and Essential Rights Act

was signed into law on May 5, 2021. It

requires the New York State Department of

Labor to create Model Airborne Infectious

Disease Exposure plans to protect employees

from exposure to diseases like COVID-19.

Employers must adopt the DOL’s model plans

or create their own more stringent worksite

plans by August 3, 2021. Employees must be

notified by September 2, 2021.

The plans must go into effect when a disease

poses a threat to public health as designated

by the NYS Commissioner of Health.

As of August 1, 2021, no designation has

been made and plans are not required to

be in effect.

All private sector employers and workers are

covered.

Visit dol.ny.gov/ny-hero-act for more updates

on NY HERO Act implementation.

NY HERO Act

Health
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The NYC Test & Trace Corps is a public health

initiative to fight the threat of COVID-19. 

Test: Get a COVID-19 Test and an Antibody

test to know if you have been exposed to the

virus. The tests are FREE, confidential and

safe. More than 200 testing sites are open.

Trace: Answer the call of the Contact Tracers.

They provide support to New Yorkers who

test positive for COVID-19 and their close

contacts.

Take Care: Protect Yourself and Your Loved

Ones. Safely isolate in a free, comfortable and

convenient hotel room or at home.

Learn more at nychealthandhospitals.org/

test-and-trace

NYC Test and Trace Corps 
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The Open Enrollment Period has been

extended through December 31, 2021. New

Yorkers can apply for coverage through NY

State of Health or directly through insurers.

Apply online at nystateofhealth.ny.gov, by

phone at 1-855-355-5777, or by connecting

with a free enrollment assister.

Health insurance

https://dol.ny.gov/ny-hero-act
https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/test-and-trace/
https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/


The Biden administration recently announced

TPS for nationals of Venezuela,

Burma/Myanmar, and Haiti.

Individuals may apply for Venezuelan TPS

through September 9, 2022. 

Individuals may apply for Burmese TPS

through November 25, 2022. 

Individuals may apply for Haitian TPS

through February 3, 2023

DHS extended and redesignated TPS for

Somalia through March 17,2023.

DHS extended and redesignated TPS for

Yemen through March 3, 2023.

TPS has been extended for South Sudan

through May 2, 2022.

TPS has been extended for El Salvador,

Honduras, Nepal, Nicaragua, and Sudan,

through October 4, 2021.

DHS extended and redesignated TPS for Syria

through September 30, 2022.

Individuals from Burma/Myanmar, Somalia,

Syria, Venezuela, Haiti, or Yemen, who are

applying for TPS for the first time, can now file

Form I-821, Application for Temporary

Protected Status, online at uscis.gov/i-821.

Check uscis.gov/TPS for the latest updates.

Temporary Protected Status preserved and

extended to new countries

As of July 6, 2021, all immigration courts will

be holding limited hearings.

If you have not received a notice from the

court that your hearing has been

rescheduled, you should expect the hearing

to proceed as originally scheduled. You can

also check the EOIR case information portal

at portal.eoir.justice.gov/InfoSystem or call 1-

800-898-7180 to learn the date and time of

your next hearing.

Status of Immigration Court hearings

Immigration
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The Biden/Harris administration announced

on May 3, 2021 that it would increase the

ceiling on the number of refugee admissions

for this year to 62,500, up from the 15,000

cap under the Trump administration.

However, due to cuts in overseas refugee

processing and U.S. resettlement resources,

it is unlikely the U.S. will be able to admit that

number this year.

Increased refugee cap

On July 16, 2021, Texas federal court Judge

Hanen issued a decision that DACA is not a

lawful program. That decision prevents DHS

from approving any new first-time DACA

applications. For now, DHS may continue to

approve DACA renewal applications.

If you currently have DACA, your status is

still valid.

If your DACA expires soon, renew now!

If you submitted a first-time initial DACA

application to USCIS that has not yet been

granted, that application will be frozen. It

will not be processed until further notice.

Litigation is ongoing, so it is possible that

there will be additional changes to the

program.

A federal court in Texas ordered DHS to stop

processing initial DACA applications. DACA

renewals continue to be processed as usual.

DACA initial applications paused

5
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The Biden–Harris Administration has issued

new guidance for immigration enforcement,

including for arrests and detention.

Who is being prioritized for ICE enforcement?

Those not physically present in the U.S.

before November 1, 2020

Those the government considers to be a

danger to national security or suspects to

have committed terrorism or espionage

Those released from criminal custody on

or after January 20, 2021, and who have

been convicted of an “aggravated felony”

and pose a threat to public safety

If none of the three situations above apply to

you, and you are currently in removal

proceedings, you may be eligible for a form of

relief called prosecutorial discretion.

New enforcement priorities limit who ICE 

will target

The Trump administration’s changes to the

Public Charge rule were blocked on March 9,

2021!

The ONLY government programs that can now

be considered in a person’s Public Charge

test are:

Public cash assistance for income

maintenance (such as SSI or TANF)

Long-term care at government expense

(such as living in a nursing home or mental

health institution)

Using these programs does not

necessarily mean you will be considered a

public charge, but they are some of the

things the government looks at.

ALL OTHER government programs are

excluded from the test and are safe to use.

You should enroll in benefits that you or your

family members are eligible for.

If you have questions about Public Charge

related to an existing or future immigration

application, consult an immigration attorney

or DOJ accredited representative.

Public Charge rule updates

Immigration law is complicated. Please be

careful when discussing your situation with

any person or business.

There are immigration providers who may try

to scam you by making false promises or

giving you inaccurate information.

You should speak to a lawyer or Department

of Justice (DOJ) accredited representative for

legal advice on your situation.

Never get immigration help from a “notario,”

travel agent, tax preparer, forms preparer, or

notary. In the US, a “notario” is NOT a lawyer!

If you need help with your case or have

general immigration questions:

NYS Residents: call the Office of New

Americans hotline at 1-800-566-7636 

NYC Residents: call 311 and say

“ActionNYC” for City-funded, free, and 

 safe legal help

The hotlines are free and confidential, and

help is available in many languages.

Be aware of immigration fraud

Immigration
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You can ask your attorney to explore the

possibility of prosecutorial discretion with the

government attorney assigned to your case.

If you do not have legal representation in

your case, you can ask the government

attorney at your hearing if you qualify for

prosecutorial discretion. To get a legal

consult to see if you can get an attorney:

NYS Residents: call the Office of New

Americans hotline at 1-800-566-7636 

NYC Residents: call 311 and say

“ActionNYC” for City-funded, free, and 

 safe legal help

6



Applications for the Excelsior Scholarship are

open until August 31.

The New York Board of Regents has canceled

the August 2021 Regents Exams and will now

allow exemptions to diploma requirements for

high school students associated with Regents

Exams.

Child Tax Credit will support families with

everyday expenses of raising a child.

SUNY and CUNY Students whose families

make up to $125,000 annually can apply for

tuition-free college through the Excelsior

Scholarship. 

The Excelsior Scholarship application for

2021–22 is now open to first-time students

entering college in Fall 2021 and current

college students who have never received

the Excelsior Scholarship. The deadline to

apply is August 31, 2021.

See the announcement here:

governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-

announces-excelsior-scholarship-

application-open-new-applicants-2021-22

For more eligibility information or to apply,

visit hesc.ny.gov/excelsior 

The Senator José Peralta New York State

DREAM Act gives undocumented and other

students access to NYS-administered grants

and scholarships that support their higher

education costs.

For more information or to apply, visit

hesc.ny.gov/dream

Excelsior Scholarship

NYS DREAM Act

For a detailed explanation of changes and

exemptions to graduation requirements due

to COVID-19, visit advocatesforchildren.org/

covid-19-updates#testing

Regents Exam changes

Education
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Starting July 15, 2021, most parents of

children under 18 will start receiving monthly

payments from the government through the

Child Tax Credit, which is intended to help

families afford the everyday expenses of

raising a child. 

Your child or dependent must have a Social

Security Number and be a US citizen, a US

national, or a permanent resident.

Parents who claimed their children as

dependents on their tax returns will receive

the benefit even if they did not earn any

income or owe any taxes.

For more information or to check your

eligibility, visit irs.gov/childtaxcredit

NYC Residents:

Use the ACCESS NYC tool to determine

your eligibility: access.nyc.gov/programs/

child-tax-credit-ctc/ 

Families who did not file their 2019 or 2020

taxes can use NYC Free Tax Prep to file

their 2020 tax return for free if they

earned $68,000 or less: nyc.gov/taxprep

Child Tax Credit
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Check your county board of elections for

results: www.elections.ny.gov/

CountyBoards.html.

October 8: Deadline to register to vote in the

General Election

October 26: Deadline to apply for an absentee

ballot in the General Election

October 23–31: Early Voting for General

Election

All community members who are eligible to

vote are encouraged to vote in the upcoming

elections.

June 2021 Election Results

General Elections: November 2, 2021

NYS Board of Elections:

elections.ny.gov/VotingRegister.html

NYC Board of Elections:

vote.nyc/page/register-vote

Register online (if you have a NYS Driver

License, Permit or Non-Driver ID):

voterreg.dmv.ny.gov/MotorVoter

Voters may visit ANY of the Early Voting

Centers in the county where they reside,

except in New York City, where voters are

assigned by address to ONE early voting site.

If you believe you are voter eligible and have

registered in time to vote, but your name

could not be found on the voter rolls, you

may request a provisional or affidavit ballot. 

You do not have to present ID at the polls

even if you are a first time voter. 

You may still vote if you are experiencing

homelessness.

In some circumstances, you may still be

eligible to vote if you have been convicted of

a felony.

For more eligibility requirements:

nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/how-to-vote/know-

your-rights

Some employees in New York State are

eligible to receive up to two hours of paid

time off in order to vote. Check to see if you

qualify: www.elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/

elections/TimeOffToVoteFAQ.pdf

Register to vote

Your rights at the polls

Democracy
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NYS Restaurant Resiliency Program

$25 million in grant funding to support

restaurants that provide meals to

distressed and under-represented

communities.

Grant funds will allow restaurants to cover

the costs of food, preparation and delivery

of meals to vulnerable populations.

Restaurant Return-to-Work Tax Credit

For small, independently owned

restaurants within New York City or any

area in New York State designated by the

NYS Department of Health as either an

Orange or a Red zone for at least 30

consecutive days.

This $35 million program provides an

incentive to COVID-impacted restaurants

to bring restaurant staff back-to-work,

and to increase hiring at NYS restaurants.

Qualifying businesses are eligible for a tax

credit of $5,000 per new worker hired, up

to $50,000 per business.

Sign up to receive alerts when these

programs are open and more information is

available: nyic.me/3hmDKj4

For more small business resources, visit

nyic.me/2SznL6Q

Additional restaurant recovery programs

coming soon

New York State has announced a grant

program for small businesses impacted by

the COVID-19 pandemic and that were

operating on or before March 1, 2019. Grant

amounts range from $5,000 to $50,000

depending on 2019 gross receipts.

Applications are now open! Apply at

nysmallbusinessrecovery.com

Documents needed to apply:

2019 and 2020 Business Income Tax

returns

Proof of business location and current

operation

Information of business owners: names,

addresses, Social Security Numbers,

phone numbers, e-mails, percentage

ownership, and photo ID for any owners

with more than 20% ownership of the

business;

Proof of number of employees

W-9 and bank account information

The grant must be used for COVID-19 related

losses or expenses incurred between March

1, 2020 and April 1, 2021, including:

Payroll

Commercial rent

Insurance costs

Utility costs

Costs of personal protection equipment

(PPE)

Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning

costs

Equipment costs

New York State has announced the Business

Pandemic Recovery Initiative, which includes

multiple funding programs to help small

businesses recover from the COVID-19

pandemic.

NYS Pandemic Small Business Recovery Grant

Supplies and materials necessary for

compliance with COVID-19 protocols

Other documented COVID-19 costs

To find an organization in your area to help

you with your application for free:

nysmallbusinessrecovery.com/partners/

county

Economy
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New York State has set aside $2.1 billion to

provide a one-time retroactive payment (for

the period of March 27, 2020 to April 1, 2021)

to eligible workers who lost their jobs or

income during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Applications are now open at dol.ny.gov/EWF

Assistance with the application is available

at more than 60 community-based

organizations across New York State. Visit

dol.ny.gov/CBOlist for a full list of trusted

organizations or call 877-393-4697 to

speak with an agent and find a location

near you.

To be eligible, you must:

Be a current resident of New York

Have resided in New York prior to March

27, 2020

Have lost wages or income after February

2020 due to:

COVID-19 related unemployment,

partial unemployment, or ability to

work

COVID-19 related death or disability of

a breadwinner or major household

source of income

Not be eligible for Unemployment

Insurance or federal COVID-19 related

income relief

Not have earned more than $26,208 in the

12 months before the law’s effective date

Excluded Workers Fund applications are now

open! 

This first-in-the-nation program will provide

direct cash assistance to workers ineligible for

state unemployment benefits or federal

COVID-related income relief.

Excluded Workers Fund

Workers will be eligible for one of two tiers of

benefits:

Tier One: $15,600 total benefit before

taxes (equivalent to $300/week over the

course of 52 weeks)

Tier Two: $3,200 total benefit before taxes

(equivalent to the sum of the three federal

stimulus checks)

For more information and updates on the

law’s implementation:

fundexcludedworkers.org

August 2021

On September 5, 2021 several federal

unemployment benefit programs will expire

across the country, per federal law. The

federal benefit programs that will expire are:

Pandemic Unemployment Assistance

(PUA)

Pandemic Emergency Unemployment

Compensation (PEUC)

Extended Benefits (EB)

$300 Federal Pandemic Unemployment

Compensation (FPUC)

Unemployment Insurance (UI) benefits will

continue to be paid to eligible claimants.

To be considered eligible for UI after

September 5, 2021, a claimant must be

unemployed AND be in the first 26 weeks

(or 104 effective days) of benefits.

For more information, visit dol.ny.gov/fedexp.

Expiration of Federal Unemployment and

Pandemic Benefits
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There are certain types of places and

situations where ICE typically does not

conduct immigration enforcement. These are

called “sensitive locations.”

Examples of sensitive locations include:

schools, hospitals, and religious institutions;

and public ceremonies such as weddings,

public demonstrations, and funerals.

It is important to know that this is an ICE

policy and can change at any time.

On December 15, 2020, Governor Cuomo

signed the Protect Our Courts Act to address

longstanding concerns that federal

immigration enforcement was deterring

immigrants from appearing in New York State

courts, including City and other Municipal

Courts.

Now, ICE can no longer arrest people at

state, city and municipal courthouses, and

they can no longer arrest people going to or

leaving from state, city and municipal

courthouses without a judicial warrant.

Sensitive Locations

To report a raid, call the Immigrant Defense

Project (IDP) at 212-725-6422.

For immigration information and referrals, 

call the NYS Office for New Americans at 

1-800-566-7636.

If ICE approaches you or someone you know,

take note of the following:

When and where did it happen?

How did ICE agents present themselves?

Did they pretend to be police or refuse to

identify themselves?

What did the ICE agents say?

Did they lie to enter a home, intimidate

anyone, or use verbal or physical force?

Was consent given?

If no consent was given to enter or

search, how did ICE agents react?

In any interaction with law or immigration

enforcement, the most important practices

to remember are:

Stay calm

Stay silent (do not mention where you

were born or how you entered the US)

Record details and names

Do NOT run

Ask to speak to your lawyer before signing

any documents or answering any

questions

If you do speak, do not lie

Your home carries with it special

protections that public spaces do not.

Understanding the difference between a

public and private space can help you

navigate stressful encounters with

immigration enforcement at your

doorstep, and potentially avoid harm.

Community members and allies should be

aware of their rights whenever dealing with

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)

or other law enforcement.

Interacting with ICE

Know Your Rights
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A hate crime is an offense that is motivated

by bias.

A person commits a hate crime when one of

a specified set of crimes is committed

targeting a victim because of a perception or

belief about their race, color, national origin,

ancestry, gender, religion, religious practice,

age, disability or sexual orientation, or when

such an act is committed as a result of that

type of perception or belief.

Governor Cuomo created the Hate Crimes

Task Force to fight the increase in reports of

bias motivated threats, harassment and

violence throughout New York State.

When hate crimes are reported, all

information regarding your experience,

identity, and others remains confidential.

In recent months, there have been increased

reports of hate crimes against members of the

immigrant community.

What is a hate crime?

If you see something or are a victim of a hate

crime, report it to the police and call the NYS

Division of Human Rights. Call 1-888-392-3644

or Text “HATE” to 81336.

If you or someone you know has been a victim

of a crime, the NYS Office of Victim Services

may be able to help with medical bills and

counseling expenses, burial and funeral costs,

lost wages, and other types of assistance.

Call 1-800-247-8035 or visit ovs.ny.gov.

Public Advocate 

212-669-7250

Manhattan District Attorney

212-335-3100

manhattanda.org/victim-resources/hate-

crimes

Brooklyn District Attorney

718-250-4949

brooklynda.org/hate-crimes-bureau

Queens District Attorney

718-286-6000

NYC Commission on Human Rights 

718-722-3131 

nyc.gov/cchr

Safe Horizon Victim Assistance

1-866-689-4357

Nassau County District Attorney

526-571-3505

nassauda.org

Nassau County District Attorney, Office of

Immigrant Affairs

516-571-7756

Nassau County Executive Laura Curran

516-571-3131

Suffolk County District Attorney

631-853-4161

suffolkcountyny.gov/da

Suffolk County Police Department, Hate

Crimes Unit

631-852-6323

Suffolk County, Department of Minority Affairs

631-853-4738

Westchester County, Human Rights

Commission

914-995-7710

humanrights.westchestergov.com

For residents of NYC and surrounding counties

In NYC:

Outside NYC:

Hate Crimes
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If you or someone you know is in need of free

legal assistance, call the hotline at 1-800-

566-7636. All call information is confidential.

Assistance is available in 200+ languages.

For the latest information on the COVID-19

pandemic, call the hotline at 1-888-364-3065

or visit ny.gov/coronavirus.

Get the facts on the COVID-19 vaccine in New

York at ny.gov/vaccine.

Apply for health coverage: call 1-855-355-

5777 or visit nystateofhealth.ny.gov.

For questions about mental health services or

to find a mental health service provider, call

1-800-597-8481 or visit omh.ny.gov.

If you are experiencing anxiety due to the

coronavirus emergency, call 1-844-863-9314.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: If your

life or someone else’s is in imminent danger,

call 911. If you are in crisis and need

immediate help, call 1-800-273-8255 or Text

“GOT5” to 741-741.

Domestic Violence: If you or someone else is

in a relationship is being controlled by

another individual through verbal, physical, or

sexual abuse, or other tactics, call the NYS

Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-942-6906.

NYS Office for New Americans

NYS Department of Health

NYS Office of Mental Health

The Department of Labor is committed to

protecting and promoting workers’ safety and

health, wages, and working conditions.

For information about wage and hour laws,

workplace health and safety, or to file a

complaint, call 1-888-469-7365 or visit

dol.ny.gov/safety-and-health

For help with Unemployment Insurance, call

1-888-209-8124 or visit dol.ny.gov/

unemployment/unemployment-insurance-

assistance.

The Human Rights Law in New York prohibits

discrimination in areas like employment,

housing, credit, education, and places of

public accommodations, based on age, race,

national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender

identity or expression, marital status,

disability, military status, and other classes.

If you feel you have been discriminated

against, file a complaint at 1-888-392-3644 or

visit dhr.ny.gov.

NYC residents looking for service providers or

other resources can find directories below:

Education: nyic.org/covid-education-

resources

Employment: nyic.org/covid-employment-

resources

Financial: nyic.org/covid-financial-

resources

Food: nyic.org/covid-food-resources

Healthcare: nyic.org/covid-healthcare-

resources

Small business: nyic.org/covid-small-

business-resources

NYS Department of Labor

NYS Division of Human Rights

New York City COVID-19 resources

Resources at-a-glance
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https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/
https://omh.ny.gov/
https://dol.ny.gov/safety-and-health
https://dol.ny.gov/unemployment/unemployment-insurance-assistance
https://dhr.ny.gov/
https://www.nyic.org/covid-education-resources/
https://www.nyic.org/covid-employment-resources/
https://www.nyic.org/covid-financial-resources/
https://www.nyic.org/covid-food-resources/
https://www.nyic.org/covid-healthcare-resources/
https://www.nyic.org/covid-small-business-resources/


The New York Immigration Coalition (NYIC) is an

umbrella policy and advocacy organization that

represents over 200 immigrant and refugee

rights groups throughout New York.

We envision a New York State that is stronger

because all people are welcome, treated fairly,

and given the chance to pursue their dreams.

Our mission is to unite immigrants, members,

and allies so all New Yorkers can thrive.

New York Immigration Coalition

131 W 33rd St, Ste 610

New York, NY 10001

212 627 2227

nyic.org

If you have questions or comments about this

toolkit or the information in it, please contact:

Bryan Lee

blee@nyic.org

To view this document online or in other

languages, visit nyic.org/KYR or scan this code:

https://www.nyic.org/
https://www.nyic.org/KYR

